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Welcome to Saron worship—in person or on Facebook Live!

Large-print copies of the bulletin are available at Saron’s entrances.

Prelude Kurt Elliott

Welcome/Announcements

The assembly stands.
Call to Worship | ELW 460: Now the Silence
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Now the si - lence Now the peace Now the emp -ty hands up-lift - ed
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Now the kneel-ing Now the plea Now the Fa -ther’s arms in wel - come
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Now the hear - ing Now the pow’r Now the ves - sel brimmed for pour - ing
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Now the bod - y Now the blood Now the joy - ful cel - e-bra - tion
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Now the wed -ding Now the songs Now the heart for-giv. - en leap - ing
0 5 5 I I
e e e e
J T T
Now the Spir - it’s vis - 1 - ta - tion Now the Son’s e¢-piph - a - ny
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Now the Fa - ther’s bless - ing Now Now Now

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: NOW, Carl E Schalk, b. 1929
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725858.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent.
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of " Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

Gathering Song | ELW 853: When Morning Gilds the Skies

9 :
y 4% | Z
be—= s F
I When morn-ing gilds the skies, my heart a - wak - ing  cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic  longs, this 18 my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in all high heav’n is  known
4 Let all  of hu - man - kind in  this their con-cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may  Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows fall,
may  Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee - ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all  the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion o’er,
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this rings my cur - few  call: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be  praised!”
the e - ter - nal psalm 1is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy - ous with the sound: may Je - sus Christ be  praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be  praised!

Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844—1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838—1896

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



Kyrie
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Chrst, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
Canticle of Praise
Pt s e —— 5
G——-+F = .
1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all

Son

Ho - ly One

in faith we name you, God most high, yet

cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a-bove;

near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-1it, 1in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

Prayer of the Day

Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our
choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil,
we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

First Reading | Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

'Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders,
the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves
before God. 2*And Joshua said to all the people, '*“Now therefore revere the LORD,
and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. ’Now if you are
unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the
gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will
serve the LORD.”

6Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to
serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in
our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples
through whom we passed; '®and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the

5



Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our
God.”

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm | Psalm 34:15-22
Read responsively.

SThe eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous,
and God’s ears are open to their cry.
18The face of the LORD is against those who do evil,
to erase the remembrance of them from the earth.
"The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them
and delivers them from all their troubles.
13The LORD is near to the brokenhearted
and saves those whose spirits are crushed.
"Many are the troubles of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers them from every one.
2God will keep safe all their bones;
not one of them shall be broken.
2Evil will bring death to the wicked
and those who hate the righteous will be punished.
20 LORD, you redeem the life of your servants,
and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.

Second Reading | Ephesians 6:10-20

10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. !'Put on the whole armor
of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. *For our
struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places. *Therefore take up the whole armor of God,
so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything,
to stand firm. “Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and
put on the breastplate of righteousness. '°>As shoes for your feet put on whatever
will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 'With all of these, take the
shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the
evil one. "Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God.



¥Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. °Pray also for me, so
that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the
mystery of the gospel, 2°for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may
declare it boldly, as I must speak.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
Gospel Acclamation
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.

Gospel | John 6:56-69

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] >*“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in
them. >’Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so
whoever eats me will live because of me. *®This is the bread that came down from
heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats
this bread will live forever.” > He said these things while he was teaching in the
synagogue at Capernaum.

%0When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who
can accept it?” °'But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about
it, said to them, “Does this offend you? ®*Then what if you were to see the Son of
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Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is
useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. **But among you
there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the
ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. ®*And he
said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted

by the Father.”

%Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with
him. ¢’So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” ®Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We

have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

Children’s Sermon/Sermon | Pastor Jeanne Larsen

The assembly stands.
Hymn of the Day | ELW 758: You Are the Way
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1 You are the way; to you a- lone from sin and death we flee;
2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true  wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu’ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant us that way to  know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.

you on - ly can in- form the mind and pu - 1 - fy

the heart.

and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.

Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1859, alt.
Music: DUNDEE, Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615



Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
After each petition: Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Then the assembly is
seated.

Offering

Thank you for your offerings that support the ministry of Saron Lutheran Church
(offering plate)! Your noisy offerings will Saron’s Little Free Pantry (jar).
Olfferings may also be given online through “‘Tithe-ly” as linked on the website.



https://www.saronstrasburg.org/tithe

The assembly stands.

Offering Prayer

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in
this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the
world. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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san -na in the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.
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Thanksgiving at the Table

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him

may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world

to fulfill for us your holy will

and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this in remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you,

O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, and,

receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The assembly is seated until invited by the usher to come forward for Holy
Communion.

Holy Communion
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.

free
peace with God you

you set us from guilt and

e - ter-nal

grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

made: give us your peace,we pray.

You are invited to come forward during communion and receive the edible gifts of
God’s grace. Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available. You are also
invited to kneel or stand by the railings and cross for a time of meditation.

The assembly stands.
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Blessing after Communion
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever
ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world
with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen.

Blessing
And now as you go on your way:
May Christ go with you.
May he go before you to show you the way;
behind you to encourage you;
beside you to befriend you;
above you to watch over you;
and within you to give you peace.
In the name of the Father ¥ and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Sending Song | ELW 638: Blessed Assurance
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine! Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!

2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;
3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-pyand blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait- ing, look - ing a-bove,filledwith his good-ness,lost in his love.
Refrain
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:
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this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908

Dismissal
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46017.

Musician: Kurt Elliott | Reader: Lenore Schmidt | Sound: Patrick Tangeman
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Mark your calendars!

e Sunday, October 6
Bring your furry, feathery, or scaly family pet to Saron’s Blessing of the
Animals, Sunday, October 6 at 10:30 a.m. on Saron’s south lawn. (There will be
no 8:30 a.m. service that day.)

e Sunday, October 13
Saron will celebrate “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday. Plan to wear your gold
“God’s work. Our hands.” t-shirt and outdoor work attire to worship and then
head out to clean Saron’s adopted section of highway 36 just west of Strasburg.
And since we’ll work up an appetite, we’ll have lunch together afterwards!

Watch Saron’s publications for additional information on these events!

Saron Lutheran Church — celehrating 110 9earsl

Mission Statement:
Saron Lutheran welcomes all in the name of Christ:
to know Christ’s love | to grow in Christ’s love | to go in Christ’s love
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