
16th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 8, 2024  |  8:30 a.m. 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting 10 

Saron Lutheran Church  

Jeanne Larsen, Interim Pastor 
1656 Main St | Mail: PO Box 964 | Strasburg CO 80136 
303-622-4303 | saronstrasburg@outlook.com | saronstrasburg.org  
Welcome to Saron worship—in person or on Facebook Live!  
Large-print copies of the bulletin are available at Saron’s entrances. 

 
Prelude Kurt Elliott 
 
Welcome/Announcements 
 
The assembly stands. 
Call to Worship  |  ELW 801: Change My Heart, O God 

 
continued, next page 
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Used by permission. CCLI License #11192465 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and 
all of creation. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
To you, O God, all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, 
confessing our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. 
Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for 
the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and 
resurrection of  Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy 
and might strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
  

 
See refrain, page 1 
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Gathering Song  |  ELW 779: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 

 
 
Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

 
 
Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death 
into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to 
proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and 
Lord. Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
First Reading  |  Isaiah 35:4–7a 
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
 “Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
 He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
 He will come and save you.” 
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  |  Psalm 146 
Read responsively. 
1Hallelujah! 
 Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3Put not your trust in rulers, 
 in mortals in whom there is no help. 
4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
 and in that day their thoughts perish.  
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
 whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
 who keeps promises forever; 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
 The LORD sets the captive free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind;  
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the LORD loves the righteous.  
9The LORD cares for the stranger; 
 the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  
 
Second Reading  |  James 2:1–17 
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and 
if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 
please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 
4have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in 
the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to 
those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who 
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme 
the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
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8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails 
in one point has become accountable for all of it. 11For the one who said, “You shall 
not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit 
adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak 
and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will 
be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 
judgment.  
14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, 
16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet 
you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if 
it has no works, is dead. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
The assembly stands. 
Gospel Acclamation   
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Gospel  |  Mark 7:24–37 
The holy gospel according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.  
24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did 
not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a 
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, 
and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of 
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He 
said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food 
and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the 
table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may 
go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child lying 
on the bed, and the demon gone. 
31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man 
who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 
33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his 
ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed 
and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears 
were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered 
them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
Children’s Sermon/Sermon  |  Pastor Jeanne Larsen 
 
The assembly stands. 
Hymn of the Day  |  WOV 748: Bind Us Together, Lord 
Please use the blue pew hymnal, With One Voice, for the Hymn of the Day. 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Then the assembly is 
seated. 
 
Offering   
Thank you for your offerings that support the ministry of Saron Lutheran Church 
(offering plate)! Your noisy offerings will Saron’s Little Free Pantry (jar). 
Offerings may also be given online through “Tithe-ly” as linked on the website.  
 
The assembly stands. 
Offering Prayer 
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and 
nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any 
way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of 
life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

https://www.saronstrasburg.org/tithe
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Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  
The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars;  
beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water;  
by night and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life;  
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed,  
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this in remembrance of me. 
Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end,  
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering;  
within this meal; among your people; throughout the world.  
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,  
by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated until invited by the usher to come forward for Holy 
Communion. 
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Holy Communion 

 
 
You are invited to come forward during communion and receive the edible gifts of 
God’s grace. Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available. You are also 
invited to kneel or stand by the railings and cross for a time of meditation. 
 
The assembly stands. 
Blessing after Communion 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, 
nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of 
this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with 
a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Blessing 
And now as you go on your way: 
May Christ go with you. 
May he go before you to show you the way; 
 behind you to encourage you; 
 beside you to befriend you; 
 above you to watch over you; 
 and within you to give you peace. 
In the name of the Father  and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Sending Song  |  Open Our Eyes, Lord 
1. Open our eyes, Lord 
 We want to see Jesus, 
 To reach out and touch Him 
 And say that we love Him. 
2. Open our ears, Lord 
 And help us to listen, 
 Open our eyes, Lord 
 We want to see Jesus. 
[text added by Lynn & Jeanne Larsen] 
3. Open our hearts, Lord 
 To love one another, 
 Open our eyes, Lord 
 We want to see Jesus. 
4. Open our arms, Lord, 
 To welcome the stranger, 
 Open our eyes, Lord 
 We want to see Jesus. 
 
Dismissal  
Go in peace. Follow the Way of Jesus. Thanks be to God.  
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46017. 
 
 

Musician: Kurt Elliott  |  Reader: Robin Philbrick  |  Sound: Patrick Tangeman 
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Mark your calendars! 
• Sunday, October 6 

Bring your furry, feathery, or scaly family pet to Saron’s Blessing of the 
Animals, Sunday, October 6 at 10:30 a.m. on Saron’s south lawn. (There will be 
no 8:30 a.m. service that day.) 

• Sunday, October 13 
Saron will celebrate “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday. Plan to wear your gold 
“God’s work. Our hands.” t-shirt and outdoor work attire to worship and then 
head out to clean Saron’s adopted section of highway 36 just west of Strasburg. 
And since we’ll work up an appetite, we’ll have lunch together afterwards! 

 
Watch Saron’s publications for additional information on these events! 
 
 

 
 

You are cordially invited  
to attend 

the Rite of Installation of 

The Rev. Dr. Megan Johnston Aelabouni 
as Bishop of the Rocky Mountain Synod. ELCA 

Saturday, October 5, 4 p.m. 
at Augustana Lutheran Church 

5000 E. Alameda Ave.  |  Denver, 80246 
Clergy are invited to vest and process. 

The color of the day is red. 
A reception will follow. 



Save the date! 
World Food Day 
Celebrating 50 Years of ELCA World Hunger 
When: Tuesday, October 15, 7 p.m. Central time 
Where: Zoom webinar 
“Let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.” —1 John 3:18 
Join ELCA World Hunger for a celebration of World Food Day and the 50th 
anniversary of ELCA World Hunger! 
This special online event will be hosted by the Rev. Amy Current, bishop of the 
Southeastern Iowa Synod, and Imran Siddiqui, vice president of the ELCA. 
Tune in on October 15 to hear firsthand stories from partners at ELCA World 
Hunger projects — including Educación Popular en Salud (EPES), a community 
health organization in Chile that was founded over 40 years ago, and more recent 
starts such as Tapestry Farms, a Midwestern urban-farm system in the “Quad 
Cities” of Iowa and Illinois. You’ll see the impact of 50 years of ELCA World 
Hunger work and get excited and equipped to be part of the next 50 years! 
Scan the code to register, to receive reminders, event information, World Food Day 
resources and the event recording. 
 
 

Saron Lutheran Church – celebrating 110 years! 
Mission Statement:  

Saron Lutheran welcomes all in the name of Christ: 
to know Christ’s love | to grow in Christ’s love | to go in Christ’s love 


